iCETT^ilRIHG  RURiiL  DISTRICT  COUITCIL 


/jinual  Report  Dy  Thomas  0.  Garland,  M«  A.  jivu  D.  ,D«  ?.  H»  » 
Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

75  London  Road, 
Kettering. 

July,  1940. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

As  instructed  in  Ministry  of  Health  circular  206? 
this  report  is  confined  to  essential  matters  only.  Full 
records  will  he  preserved  for  a report  on  the  whole  war 
period  to  he  issued  at  a later  date. 

The  formation  of  an  Urban  District  of  Corhy  in 
March  of  1939  considerably  affects  the  vital  statistics 
of  the  rural  area.  The  decrease  of  population  is  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  11,000  and  there  will  be  a corresponding 
decrease  in,  births,  deaths  and  infectious  diseases. 

' I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOIvIiiS  0 . G/JcL/JlD 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SECTION  A Vital  Statistics 

Births  175  Deaths  137 

Causes  of  Death  As  is  usual  the  highest  number  of 
deaths  v/as  from  heart  disease  and  other  circulatory  dise«=S'  _■ 
iUTiong  other  causes  of  death  there  v/ere  I8  from  cancer,  1 
from  suicide  and  4 from  other  violence.  There  were  11 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  and  no  maternal  deaths. 

SECTION  3 General  Provision  of  Health  Services 


Laboratory  Facilities  There  is  now  a branch  of  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Groby  Road,  Leicester,  under  Dr,  Knox. 

Other  facilities  for  nursing,  ambulances,  treatment  at 
clinics  and  hospitals  remain  unaltered. 

SECTIONS  C & E Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  and 

Inspection  of  Food  ~ 

Report  by  S.  V/allis,  A.  R.  San.  I., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor* 

Water  Supply  There  has  been  no  shortage  of  water  during 
the  year  but  samples  from  public  supplies  in  the  villages  of 
Weldon  and  Geddington  have  been  found  unsatisfactory  for 
drinking  purposes.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  villages 
of  Gretton,  Vifeldon  and  Geddington  are  in  need  of  a piped 
water  supply.  Now  that  the  Corby  Water  Company  has 
commenced  laying  a main  from  their  Eye  Brook  Reservoir,  the 
possibility  of  providing  a piped  supply  to  the  villages 
becomes  greater. 


Sewerage  At  an  enquiry  held  on  the  24th  August,  1939,  the 
scheme  for  a nev/  sev/age  disposal  works  at  Broughton  was 
approved,  hut  this  scheme  has  been  shelved  during  the  present 
emergency. 

The  village  septic  tanks  v/ere  cleaned  out. 

Scavenging  Hard  refuse  was  collected  in  12  villages  and 
night  soil  in  5 villages. 

Sanitary  Inspections 

Privies  converted  to  V/ater  Closets  11 

P.ails  converted  to  Water  Closets  6 

Drains  cleared  52 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  6 

P'uirip  s and  'v/ el  1 s ' r ep  a i r e d 17 

Roofs  repaired  47 

^jriimals  improperly  kept  4 

Drains  relaid  24 

Miscellaneous  defects  49 

Factories  and  Workshops  Fifty-four  inspections  were  made 
daring  the  year.  Three  cases  of  insufficient  or  defective 
sanitari?'  conveniences  were  found  and  remedied.  Two  cases  of 
unsatisfactory  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  were  found  and 
remedied.  No  written  notices  v/ere  served. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply  Sixty  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Council  for  cleanliness  tests,  of  which  47  v/ere  good,  6 
moderate  and  7 bad. 

Meat  and  other  Foods 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  in 

the  district  14 

Nui'nber  of  licensed  slaughtermen  in 

the  district  30 

Number  of  visits  made  to  slaughter- 
houses 426 


The  follov/ing  tabic  shov/s  the  number  of  animals  inspected, 
and  a classification  of  the  diseases  discovered.  iJl  diseased 
meat  was  voluntarily  destroyed. 


Cattle 
( excluding 
Cows ) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Nunitoer  inspected 

333 

84 

9 

1429 

712 

All  Diseases  except 

Tub  e r c ul  0 s i s : 

Whoie  carcases  condemned. 

1 

1 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

2 

5 

— 

" 1 

6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condeiTuied 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some 
part  or  organ  v/as 
condemned. 

5 

6 

16 

3. 


SECTION  D Housing,- 


Little  "building  was  carried  out  in  the  district,  plans 
"being  approved  for  houses  as  follows 


Broug'hton  5 
G-eddington  3 
Pytchley  6 
Other 

villages 9. 


23 


The  Council  erected  5 houses  at  Broughton  and  2 at  Pytchley* 
Further  schemes  at  O-retton,  St  anion  and  Pytchley  v/ere  suspended 
owing  to  the  v/ar. 

SECTION  F Infectious  Diseases 

Since  Octoher  23rd,  1939?  measles  and  whooping  cough  have 
"been  added  to  the  list  of  infectious  diseases  that  Liust  "be 
notified. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  excludJng 
tu"berculosis,  notified  during  1939  v/as  27*  This  nuinbcr  v/as 
made  up  as  follows:- 


Scarlet  Fever  14 
Diphtheria  4 
Pneumonia  6 
Erysipelas  1 
Cereljro-Spinal  Fever  1 
V/hooping  Cough  


27 


Eleven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  all  cases  of  diphtheria 
v/erc  removed  to  hospital  where  they  recovered.  The  one  case 
of  cere"bro-spinal  fever  also  recovered  in  hospital.  One  case 
of  pneumonia  died. 

Tuberculosis  Six  cases  of  pulmonary  tu"berculosis,  4 female 
and  2 mebe,  and  2 female  non-pulmonary  cases  v/ere  notified 
durinig  the  year.  There  were  4 male  and  1 female  deaths  from 
pulmomary  tuberculosis. 

TPhe  following  figures  shov/  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of  1939«- 

Males  Females  Total 

Fulanonary  Tuberculosis  26  19  45 

Non-p-ulmonary  tuberculosis  4 13  17 

62 


RECEPTION  OF  EVACUEES 

In  September  the  area  received  1084  evacuees  from  London, 
427  mothers  and  infants  and  657  teachers  and  school  children. 

An  infant  v/elfare  centre  was  started  at  IVilbarston  and 
Cot -t inghEirn  once  a month.  A school  minor  ailment  clinic  was 
also  started  at  Broughton  Council  School  once  a week.  At 
Geddington  a minor  ailment  clinic  was  commenced  v/hich  was  run 
v/eekly  by  members  of  the  Women’s  "Foluntary  Service. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  378  mothers  and  infants  had  returned 
home  but  461  school  children  and  teachers  still  remained. 


4. 


There  v/ero  a niiinher  of  problems  associated  with 
these  children  such  as  vermin  infestation,  hedv/etting 
and  behaviour  abnormality,  but  nothing  in  the  nature 
of  an  epidemic. 


